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Getting the Most Out of Food Scraps
Since mid-January 2015 our new
Anaerobic Digestion (AD) facility has
processed 3,500 tons of yard trimmings,
food scraps and food soiled paper.
Each of the eight digesters holds
approximately 80 tons of material. Once
a digester is fully loaded and the door
is sealed shut it takes just 6 hours to
start producing methane gas.
The methane gas is converted
to Compressed Natural Gas
(CNG) which is used to fuel our
collection vehicles.
The material collected on just one
route is enough to fuel a vehicle
for an entire day. Originally it
was estimated that the AD facility would
produce enough fuel for 10 -12 vehicles
per day. In fact we are fueling 16 -18
vehicles per day. By producing and
utilizing a cleaner burning fuel in our
vehicles we are significantly reducing the
amount of carbon dioxide and methane,
main components
of greenhouse
gas emissions,
from entering the
atmosphere.
Another
significant source

of methane gas emissions is the decay
of food scraps in solid waste landfills. By
placing food scraps and food soiled paper
along with yard trimmings in your green
cart you are not only reducing waste and
supporting the production of organic
compost, you are also helping reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.
In addition to CNG fuel, the
3,500 tons of processed food
scraps and yard trimmings have
also produced 1,750 ton of
organic compost. The process
takes about 25 days, 21 days
in the digester and 4-5 days in
the in-vessel compost tunnels
before it is taken to a compost facility
where it is further dried and then screened
for contaminants.
Your participation in this program is key
to our ability to capture and get the most
out of food scraps and other organics
generated from our service areas.

650.589.4020
www.ssfscavenger.com

Thank you for your calls
and emails with questions,
comments and tips for
handling food scraps.
Several of you have commented on how
little garbage you have now that you can
put foods scraps and food soiled paper in
with your yard trimmings. The reduction in
waste has led to this question.
What goes in the Garbage Cart?

Please see page 2 for more information

FAQ’s
Q. We don’t have much yard waste or
food scraps and the cart is too big for us
to handle. Can we get a smaller cart?
A. Yes you can. The standard size cart
for yard trimmings and food scraps is 96
gallons but if a smaller cart would be more
suitable for your needs we can exchange
it for a 32 gallon cart. Just call the office
at 650.589.4020 and we will make the
exchange on your next service day.

What goes in the Garbage Cart?

Not acceptable in the
Garbage Cart
Household Hazardous Waste Materials
such as paint, pesticides, flammable or
caustic products
Household batteries
Fluorescent tubes and bulbs
Electronics
Sharps and sharps containers

Non –Recyclable Glass
Dishware & drinking glasses
Mirrors
Tempered & window glass
Plastics
6-pack rings & straws
Plastic packaging
Plastic film & wrap
Plastic plates and utensils
Records, tapes & CD’s
Textiles
Rugs/ mats/rags
Sponges
Worn out shoes, clothing,
stuffed animals
(that can’t be donated)

OTHER
Aseptic packaging
(e.g., soy milk/juice box)
Pet Waste
Kitty litter
Diapers & wipes
Feminine products
Tooth paste tubes
Styrofoam peanuts
(please bag)
Styrofoam blocks/
packaging
Rubber/latex
Painted /stained wood
Toys (that can’t be donated)

For information on how to properly dispose
of household hazardous waste visit
www.ssfscavenger.com/r_overview.html
and click on Hazardous Waste Information
Or call 650.589.4020

UPCOMING EVE NTS :

16th Annual

South San Francisco
Citywide Garage Sale
Saturday, September 12
9:00 am – 4:00 pm
No Registration Required
Printed on 55% recycled fiber content with 30% post-consumer fiber.

Coastal Cleanup Day Saturday, September 19
SAN MATEO COUNTY

MILLBRAE RESIDENTS

Event information at
www.flowstobay.org

Learn more at
www.ci.millbrae.ca.us.sustainablemillbrae

CITY OF BRISBANE

SOUTH SAN FRANCISCO RESIDENTS

Lagoon Cleanup
Learn more at www.brisbane.org

Learn more at
www.ssf.net

